
INTERNATIONAL MIGRANTS TRIBUNAL
Quezon City, Philippines

 

MIGRANTS ALL OVER THE WORLD at the suit of MIGRANTE 
INTERNATIONAL (MI), GABRIELA, , ASOSIASI TENAGA KERJA 
INDONESIA (ATKI-INDONESIA), CARAVAN, VOICE REFUGEE 
FORUM and MOVIMIENTO MIGRANTE MESOAMERICANO
                                        Complainants,!       

-versus-

!       
GLOBAL FORUM ON MIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
(GFMD) through and represented by the heads of governments 
and relevant agencies of the States forming its Steering 
Committee, and all other similar formations or other individuals, 
organizations and entities acting or cooperating under its 
authority and for or on its behalf, name and stead,
                                            Defendants.

x-----------------------------------------------------------x

      

Prosecution’s Summation

After all the summary testimonial evidence provided by the Complainants’ 
witnesses as well as  the accompanying documentary evidence submitted and taking 
into account the studied opinion of experts, we have established with clear, 
convincing and credible evidence that the neoliberal globalization design on 
migration that meets the needs of imperialist countries and maintains the supply of 
cheap and skilled contractual workers from developing and underdeveloped 
countries is crystallized in Defendant GMFD. 

Specifically, we have made our case on the charges in the Indictment:

A. On the First Charge: We have established that Defendants have violated 
Complainant’s human rights by prescribing migration policies in furtherance of their 
neoliberal agenda of commodification of labor and modern-day slavery.

B. On the Second Charge: We have demonstrated the criminal neglect of 
Complainants’ economic rights  and violation of their political, economic, social and 
cultural rights by the Sending States. 

C. On the Third Charge: We have shown the violation of the Complainants’ 
political, economic, social and cultural rights by the Receiving States.
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In particular, Complainants  have adduced evidence on the following showing 
that the Defendants have been complicit by either (a) pursuing or promoting 
measures violating the rights of migrants; or (b) remaining practically or absolutely 
silent to stop or stem such violations and thereby perpetuating them; or (c) 
systematically and habitually failing to act to alleviate the plight of migrants, including:

1. On the European Return Directive. The Defendants have further 
promoted the criminalization and violations of the rights of 
undocumented migrants  in Europe through the EU Return Directive 
which sanctions the criminalization, detention and deportation of what 
it considers illegal immigrants or undocumented migrants. 

2. On the issue of Refugees. Defendants’ view and policy that the 
problem vis-a-vis refugees should be seen simply within the 
framework of stepping up border controls encouraged human rights 
violations. 

3. On issues of Domestic Workers.  Defendants  are merely concerned 
with making more systematic temporary labor migration to serve their 
agenda of commodification and reduce migrant workers to modern-
day slaves.

4. On the issue of Women Migrant Workers. Defendants have 
exposed women migrants workers to violence, abuse and exploitation 
and imposed additional legal barriers for their migration. 

5. On the issue of Seafarers. Defendants have perpetuated the 
condition where the vast majority of seafarers of the world are 
suffered to work the perils of the sea with lower and lower real wages, 
inhuman working conditions, unsafe ships, and longer hours.  

6. On the issue of Labor Export Policy. Defendants have endorsed 
labor export over the rights  and protection of migrant workers and 
their families through a policy that has resulted in tremendous 
hardships to them. 

The aforesaid acts  and omissions are willful, unlawful, felonious and violate or 
are in open contravention of the provisions and principles embodied, among others, 
in the:

a. 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights;
b. 1966 International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights;
c. 1966 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;
d. 1990 International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant 

Workers and Members of Their Families;
e. The 1951 Geneva Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 

Protocol;
f. 1979 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 

Women;
g. 1965 International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination;
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h. 1984 Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment;

i. 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child; 
j. 1950 European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and 

Fundamental Freedoms and its protocols;
k. ILO Migration for Employment Convention (Revised); and
l. ILO Convention on Decent Work for Domestic Workers (C189).
From the evidence presented before this  Honorable Tribunal, there is  no other 

conclusion but that the Defendants  have confederated, collaborated, cooperated and 
conspired with one another in wilfully, unlawfully and feloniously, committing and 
perpetuating the acts and omissions as specified in the charges against them in the 
Indictment.

We, therefore, beseech this Honorable Tribunal, on behalf of the millions of 
migrants all over the world, to find against the Defendants and for the Complainants. 

In the name of the fallen victims of migrant rights  violations and the suffering 
and struggling migrants and their families, we ask that the Defendants be adjudged 
GUILTY of all the charges.

28 November 2012, Quezon City, Philippines.

PANEL OF PEOPLE’S PROSECUTORS
Counsel for the Complainants

c/o 3rd Floor, Erythrina Bldg.
Matatag cor. Maaralin Streets,

Quezon City, Philippines

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PEOPLE’S LAWYERS (IAPL)

NATIONAL UNION OF PEOPLES’ LAWYERS (NUPL)

by:

Edre U. Olalia

                                            
Neri Javier Colmenares

(Sgd.) Alnie Foja    (Sgd.) Jobert Pahilga

(Sgd.) Ephraim Cortez  (Sgd.) Francis Anthony Principe
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                                 (Sgd.) Minnie Lopez 
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